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DUTY SCHEDULE 
MORNING DUTY 9/7- 10/6  

Car Unload         Jacks 

Bus Unload             Morgan 

6th Grade               Guin, Drake 

7th Grade               Moore, Perry 

8th Grade               Morrison,     
         Lipscomb 

Gym                        Clark 

Elective                  Carlisle 

Lunchroom/Breakfast           
       McKinney,  
       Bates 

AFTERNOON DUTY 

Back of School     Cox, Hyche, 
        Owenby 

Car Load      Hubbard,  
       Passmore 

Bus Load      Porter, Ingram
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Panther Press 
Brookwood Middle School

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Monday 9/25                         
ELA Exemplar Presentations   
Flu Shots in Conference Room 
Volleyball@home             

Tuesday 9/26                   
(Activity Schedule 4) Hydrate  
Faculty Meeting             
Football vs. Eastwood               

Wednesday 9/27               
Volleyball vs. West Blockton          

Thursday 9/28               
Advisory Period  

Friday 9/29 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
10/2 

10/3 Football @ Echols 

10/4 Volleyball Tournament 

10/5 Volleyball Tournament 

10/6 Volleyball Tournament 

10/9 NO SCHOOL  

10/10 Professional 
Development Day - No 
Students

————————————- 

Instructional Coaches 

Monday data meeting during 
content planning

Tuesday looking at 
assessments as whole group 

in content planning and 
discussing the 321 

instructional rounds feedback.

______________________

Guidance 

Guidance Lesson during 
advisory period on Thursday 
this week. More information 
will be shared at the faculty 

meeting.  Guidance 
Counselors will be preparing 
the 8th graders for WOW in 
the next couple of weeks.

________________________

Front Office 

Reminders: 
1) Take attendance EVERY 

class period.  
2) Notify front office of field 

trips and students 
attending prior to day of 

field trip.



HIGHER-PREP 
DISCUSSION 
STRATEGIES
GALLERY WALK >
a.k.a. Chat Stations

Basic Structure: Stations or 
posters are set up around the 
classroom, on the walls or on 
tables. Small groups of students 
travel from station to station 
together, performing some kind of 
task or responding to a prompt, 
either of which will result in a 
conversation.
Variations: Some Gallery Walks 
stay true to the term gallery, where 
groups of students create 
informative posters, then act as tour 
guides or docents, giving other 
students a short presentation about 
their poster and conducting a Q&A 
about it. In Starr Sackstein’s high 
school classroom, her stations 
consisted of video tutorials created 
by the students themselves. Before I 
knew the term Gallery Walk, I 
shared a strategy similar to it 
called Chat Stations, where the 
teacher prepares discussion prompts 
or content-related tasks and sets 
them up around the room for 
students to visit in small groups.
PHILOSOPHICAL CHAIRS >
a.k.a. Values Continuum, Forced 
Debate, Physical Barometer, This 
or That
Basic Structure: A statement that 
has two possible responses—agree 

or disagree—is read out loud. 
Depending on whether they agree 
or disagree with this statement, 
students move to one side of the 
room or the other. From that spot, 
students take turns defending their 
positions.
Variations: Often a Philosophical 
Chairs debate will be based around 
a text or group of texts students 
have read ahead of time; students 
are required to cite textual evidence 
to support their claims and 
usually hold the texts in their hands 
during the discussion. Some 
teachers set up one hot seat to 
represent each side, and students 
must take turns in the seat. In less 
formal variations (which require 
less prep), a teacher may simply 
read provocative statements 
students are likely to disagree on, 
and a debate can occur 
spontaneously without a text to 
refer to (I call this variation This or 
That in my classroom 
icebreakers post). Teachers may 
also opt to offer a continuum of 
choices, ranging from “Strongly 
Agree” on one side of the room, all 
the way to “Strongly Disagree” on 
the other, and have students place 
themselves along that continuum 
based on the strength of their 
convictions.
PINWHEEL DISCUSSION >
Basic Structure: Students are 
divided into 4 groups. Three of 
these groups are assigned to 
represent specific points of view. 
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https://youtu.be/pSt5echeRrM%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/work_in_progress/2015/10/get_kids_out_of_their_seats_do.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/work_in_progress/2015/10/get_kids_out_of_their_seats_do.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/work_in_progress/2015/10/get_kids_out_of_their_seats_do.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://cultofpedagogy.com/chat-stations/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/reading-like-a-historian-taking-positions%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://www.d120.org/assets/1/avid/Using_Philosophical_Chairs.pdf%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://cultofpedagogy.com/classroom-icebreakers/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://cultofpedagogy.com/classroom-icebreakers/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/high-school-literature-lesson-plan%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Members of the fourth group are 
designated as “provocateurs,” 
tasked with making sure the 
discussion keeps going and stays 
challenging. One person from each 
group (the “speaker”) sits in a desk 
facing speakers from the other 
groups, so they form a square in the 
center of the room. Behind each 
speaker, the remaining group 
members are seated: two right 
behind the speaker, then three 
behind them, and so on, forming a 
kind of triangle. From above, this 
would look like a pinwheel. The 
four speakers introduce and 
discuss questions they prepared 
ahead of time (this preparation is 
done with their groups). After some 
time passes, new students rotate 
from the seats behind the 
speaker into the center seats and 
continue the conversation.
Variations: When high school 
English teacher Sarah Brown 
Wessling introduced this strategy in 
the featured video (click Pinwheel 
Discussion above), she used it as a 
device for talking about literature, 
where each group represented a 
different author, plus one 
provocateur group. But in the 
comments that follow the video, 
Wessling adds that she also uses the 
strategy with non-fiction, where 
students represent authors of 
different non-fiction texts or are 
assigned to take on 
different perspectives about an 
issue.
SOCRATIC SEMINAR >
a.k.a. Socratic Circles

Basic Structure: Students prepare 
by reading a text or group of texts 
and writing some higher-order 
discussion questions about the text. 
On seminar day, students sit in a 
circle and an introductory, open-
ended question is posed by the 
teacher or student discussion leader. 
From there, students continue the 
conversation, prompting one 
another to support their claims with 
textual evidence. There is no 
particular order to how students 
speak, but they are encouraged to 
respectfully share the floor with 
others. Discussion is meant to 
happen naturally and students do 
not need to raise their hands to 
speak. This overview of Socratic 
Seminar from the website Facing 
History and Ourselves provides a 
list of appropriate questions, plus 
more information about how to 
prepare for a seminar.
Variations: If students are 
beginners, the teacher may write the 
discussion questions, or the 
question creation can be a joint 
effort. For larger classes, teachers 
may need to set up seminars in 
more of a fishbowl-like 
arrangement, dividing students into 
one inner circle that will participate 
in the discussion, and one outer 
circle that silently observes, takes 
notes, and may eventually trade 
places with those in the inner circle, 
sometimes all at once, and 
sometimes by “tapping in” as the 
urge strikes them.
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http://sarahbrownwessling.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://sarahbrownwessling.com/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://youtu.be/oG64GWpE9Jo%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategy/socratic-seminar%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/teaching-strategy/socratic-seminar%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank

